
 

Jennifer Bradley, Polk County-Air Quality 

Des Moines, IA 



 Polk County’s 
Website 

 

 

 

 

 AIRNow - AQCSV 
Format 

 

 

 

 AQS – XML Format 



 AgileWeb is a plug 
and play template 
that connects directly 
to AirVision    

 Initial page allows us 
to use any kind of 
image file as a 
background map, and 
locate sites within that 
image 





 Boxes show current 
AQI with mouse roll-
over to show 
responsible pollutant 
and concentration. 





 Verify the parameter and unit codes 

 Check ozone surrogate/Convoy estimate settings 

 Determine AQI averaging method 

 Determine Activity Caution/Risk Group message – pollutant 
specific 



 Links to web display 
editors 

 Site Editor 

 Forecast Editor 

 Data Editors   



 Configure location of 
Site Box on map 

 Configure Site page 
information 

 Site Image 

 Climate Zone 



 Enter concentration 

 Select Pollutant from 
drop-down 



 Data Report pages 
allow website users to 
query historical data 
in a variety of forms 

 HTML Table 

 Time-series Graph 

 CSV Download 

 AQS text or XML 
Download 

 



 Determine Parameter 
Name 

 Determine if data is 
available for website 

 Designate Graph 
Ranges 

 More options? 



AirVision-
Site/Parameter 

AgileWeb Display 



AirVision-
Site/Parameter 

AgileWeb Graph 
Display 





 By default, AgileWeb 
will exclude invalid 
data (<75%) from AQI 

 

 Graphs show invalid 
data as blanks 

 

 HTML tables flagged 
with < 

 



 No logger → no data 
flags 

 No good way to exclude 
985 without additional 
data validation check 

 Agilaire offers a ‘single 
ADVP rule’ for BAM 
polling to invalidate 985 
data from AQI 

 But 985 still included in 
graphs 



 A ‘check’ can be 
scheduled to run 
with the polling 
task: 

 

 ADVP Rules can 
also use ‘suspect’ 
flags and “Data 
Grade” for 
additional 
filtering 

 



http://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/airquality/pages/CurrentAQI.aspx
http://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/airquality/pages/CurrentAQI.aspx




http://nvair.ndep.nv.gov/


 July 1, 2012: start using 
AQCSV format for 
AIRNow uploads 

 

 AirVision does not 
currently provide for 
AQCSV submissions 
 An option is available 

to easily add the 
reporting module 

 Only compatible with 
AirVision 



 

 An AIRNow FTP transfer program must be set up 

 

 The parameters must be enabled and a mnemonic 
name must be set up in Parameter Templates 

 

 The parameters to be sent must be enabled for 
transfer in Site/Parameter 

 

 A scheduled task must be set up to FTP the data 

 



 Click Add FTP Program to access this screen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All AIRNow Transfer details are provided by 
the EPA 



 Enable for AIRNow Reporting 

 Setup mnemonic name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NOTE: AIRNow uses mnemonic names to recognize a 
data type, and to know where to store the data 



 Enable for AIRNow Reporting 



1. Add -> Scheduled Report 
Task 

2. Choose AQCSV Report 

3. Select Site/Parms 

4. Select Output -> File Output 
Options (as Text) 

5. Set “Append Date to Name”, 
MMddyy 

6. Set correct file name 
extension (your agency code) 

7. Use existing FTP Program 

8. Leave file name blank 

 

 



 XML uses a series of ‘tags’ to 
identify exactly what embedded 
data is 

 

 It makes XML files self-
documenting, 

 

 The list of allowed tags defines 
the schema. EPA and Exchange 
Network have defined schemas 
for AQS 

 

 Additional tags cause XML files 
to be 10x to 50x larger than a 
delimited text file. 



 AirVision already provides for XML 
Submissions 
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